THE MIRRORS OP WASHINGTON

repented while there was time to make amends for
his error. He sought a very short cut. He went
directly from the legislature to the Republican
organization of Philadelphia and stood as its candi-
date for mayor. But his late friends, the re-
formers, happened to be in the ascendency that
year and he was defeated.

The story told of him at that time, whether true
or not, that he announced his willingness to take
as his bride any estimable young lady the organiza-
tion might select, since the fact that he was a
bachelor was given by his henchmen as the reason
of his defeat, is typical of him. The "organiza-
tion," the Republican Party, constitutes his po-
litical creed and philosophy. He has devoted his
life to it. The "party" is his life, his religion, his
family, his hobby. Down in his soul he believes
that the destiny of the American people is so
inextricably interwoven with its fortunes that its
destruction would be nothing less than national
hari kari.

He does not believe that the Republican Party
is perfect, but he believes that it is as perfect as
any political organization is ever likely to be. He
has no illusions concerning the men it chooses for
high places. He is never disturbed by stories of
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